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Abuja Country Club’s MAN OF THE YEAR 2017 is 
Honorable Kehinde Oreagba, Chair, Maryland 
Governor’s Commission on African Aff airs. The honor 

recognizes Mr. Oreagba’s initiative and coordination of 
CELEBRATE AFRICA, Maryland’s Inaugural Pan African State 
Festival, held in September, 2017.
 The vision to CELEBRATE AFRICA every year in September, 
during Africa Heritage Month, is to showcase Africa’s history, 
language, culture, tradition, cuisine, and the remarkable 
contributions of the community and her leaders, thus, 
providing a unifi ed voice that can eff ectively articulate and 
represent the needs of Africans in the State of Maryland.
 The Governor’s Commission on African Aff airs, represented 
by Chairman Kenny Oreagba and 20 commissioners, 
appointed by Governor Larry Hogan, for a fi ve year term, was 
established to:

1. Raise awareness about legislation that aff ects African 
residents in Maryland, and Africans on the continent

2. Facilitate community engagement statewide, via the 
offi  ce of the Governor, to create and improve upon 
programs that target the African community

3. Provide important program information and 
opportunities to prospective benefi ciaries

4. Highlight the needs of the African community among 
state offi  cials, and assist in having them addressed in a 
timely manner

5. Promote and support entrepreneurship and small 
business ownership by assisting Africans navigate 
through application and licensing processes.

 The Governor’s 
commission on African 
Aff airs provides 
a platform for 
Africans to become 
more productive 
contributors to the 
State of Maryland, 
and the United 
States.

MAN OF THE YEAR

Get To Know the Honoree, 
Otunba Kehinde ‘Kenny’ Oreagba

Otunba Kehinde Oreagba 
unleashed his many identities 
with career successes in 
real estate and information 
technology. As a real estate 
mogul back in the mid – 2000s, 
Oreagba was renowned 
for making friends in high 
places. His favorite social 

and recreational getaways were in Annapolis – the seat 
of the Maryland Government. There he built a strong 
network of like-minded professionals in business and 
government – a strategy that propelled his success in 
real estate and enable him to make breakthroughs in 
information technology. 
 Oreagba is currently the chief executive of EMS-IT, an 
information technology company that has delivered wide 
ranging IT/database solutions with varying scopes and 
magnitudes for many corporate entities ranging from 
Fortune 500 companies and U.S. Government agencies 
to small and medium sized businesses.
 Chairman Kenny Oreagba has an undergraduate 
degree in Marketing. He also holds a Master of Science 
degree in Information Technology from the East London 
Business School of the University of East London. He is a 
certifi ed professional Oracle database administrator. 

FAMILY: Oreagba has a wife Bola, three children and 
one grandchild.

HOBBY: Playing Golf
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Deji Atewologun’s Diamond Financial 
Mortgage Corporation is Helping to Build 
Wealth Through Real Estate Investing
Interview by Demola Quadri

companies. Realtors like Long and Foster have in-house 
lenders, so they off er one-stop real estate solutions. Most 
other realtors refer clients to Mortgage Lenders. This system 
underscores the weighty importance of realtors relative to 
the industry of mortgage lending, and Diamond Financial 
Mortgage quickly learned to make strong eff orts to build very 
formidable realtor relationships over the years. We work 
with realtors for their clients’ loan applications, but we also 
market our services directly to potential homeowners. Other 
reliable sources for home buyers are CPAs (certifi ed public 
accountants), Certifi ed Financial Planners (CFP’s), and 
divorce lawyers.

INTERESTING, WHAT HAVE FINANCIAL PLANNERS, 
CPAS AND DIVORCE LAWYERS GOT TO DO WITH HOME 
OWNERSHIP?

Financial planners and CPAs help successful individuals 
manage their fi nances by providing advise on money issues 
such as real estate investment and estate planning. They can 
infl uence clients to invest in real estate portfolios. Divorce 
lawyers help separating couples who need to dispose of old 
homes and source for new residences.

WHAT TYPE OF LOAN PROGRAM IS AVAILABLE FOR 
FOREIGN HOME BUYERS/INVESTORS?

If client is not a U.S. resident, they can take out a mortgage to 
buy commercial or residential properties in the U.S. without 
the standard proof of U.S. income. They would need to open 
a domiciliary account in their home country where funds can 
be deposited into a U.S. account. We give loans of up to 70% of 
the sales price to an international client. Proof of identity will be 
an international passport and a letter from your employer or 
CPA in case of self-employed individuals. At Diamond Finance 
Mortgage Corporation, in addition to securing appropriate loans 
and properties for foreign buyers, we off er rental placement 
and maintenance services for those properties.

SPECIAL FEATURE

When people talk real estate investing, they talk big 
numbers – 20 or more single family homes, large 
apartment deals, or commercial rental properties. 

However, the truth is most of real estate investors began with 
just one house. According to industry experts, proven real 
estate investing strategies include, fl ipping, buy and hold, and 
rental properties but each has its pros and cons – you must 
seek the help of a mentor before jumping into the game.
 Abuja Country Club's reporter, Demola Quadri talks to 
Deji Atewologun, president of Diamond Financial Mortgage 
Corporation. Atewologun is a seasoned mortgage banker, 
real estate lender, and real estate investor who has mentored 
many in the community on real estate investing. Excerpts:

YOU HAVE CLOSED WELL OVER $8 BILLION IN VERY 
COMPLEX MORTGAGE AND REAL ESTATE LOAN 
TRANSACTIONS FOR LARGE MULTIFAMILY UNITS, 
NEW DEVELOPMENTS, AND LARGE RESIDENTIAL UNITS 
NATIONALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY. HOW HAVE YOU 
IMPACTED YOUR IMMEDIATE COMMUNITY WITH YOUR 
DIVERSE KNOWLEDGE OF REAL ESTATE FINANCING AND 
INVESTING?

I have constantly been involved in real 
estate investment mentoring, in addition 
to being an active investor myself – I 
conduct free fi nancial counseling 
training and workshops for distressed 
communities. It’s true that real estate 
investment begins with one house 
at a time. A good example: In 1998, I 
convinced my older brother to invest 
$47,000 in a two-bedroom Condo – living 
accommodations for my nephew who 
was admitted to Johns Hopkins University 
in Baltimore - rather than leasing a rental 

unit. Upon my nephew’s graduation in 2002, the Baltimore 
Condo was sold for $390,000, with a net $340,000 return on 
investment in just 4 years. ‘Not a bad investment for sending 
your kid to college while hanging around me’. More recently, 
in October 2017, a young female client and fi rst-time home 
buyer ended up with $80,000 in home equity over and above 
her acquisition cost plus $300 monthly positive cash fl ow on 
a house she bought for $145,000 in Hyattsville, Maryland, 
debunking the low-end versus luxurious high-end real estate 
market argument.

MOST FIRST - TIME HOME BUYERS, CONSULT WITH 
REALTORS FOR HOME OWNERSHIP. HOW DO LOAN 
OFFICERS SOURCE FOR HOME BUYERS?

Your observation is right on. Most fi rst-time home buyers 
traditionally go to Realtors for their home ownership needs. 
The real estate companies then advise them on the need 
to get pre-approved for a home loan through Mortgage 



MISSION
Abuja Country Club USA is a non-profi t private facility providing recreational and networking activities for its 
members—Nigerians and citizens of West African countries residing in the USA and their American friends. The 
club is named after the capital city of Nigeria to promote a sense of national pride among members.

Abuja Country Club (ACC) is incorporated in the state of Maryland USA as a non-stock corporation. ACC has opted for the 
non-equity membership structure. Operations and maintenance of the club are the responsibility of the board of governors 
while the elected committee members run the club’s recreational and social networking programs.
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ONLINE:
The Membership Committee, 
Abuja Country Club
Membership@abujacountryclubusa.org
 
POSTAL MAIL:
The Membership Committee, Abuja 
Country Club
P.O. Box 892
Riverdale, MD 20738

For Membership and Club 
Reservation Information Contact:

Demola Quadri
General Manager
Mobile: 240 271 1598

WWW.ABUJACOUNTRYCLUBUSA.ORG
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SERVICE

A Premier Hydraulic Cutter Suction Dredger Manufacturer

www.leaderdredger.com
Felix Vinazor – Country Manager – Nigeria
011 234 803 710 2098

A Premier Hydraulic Cutter Suction Dredger ManufacturerA Premier Hydraulic Cutter Suction Dredger Manufacturer

WEIFANG LEADER CO., LTD.

TELL US ABOUT YOUR CURRENT REAL ESTATE 
INVESTMENT.

I recently diversifi ed into a vacation home rental, namely The 
Hamilton Suites, location of the Property is at 726 Hamilton 
Street, NW, Washington D.C., a 4-bedroom, 2.5 bath row house 
in a quiet neighborhood, close to downtown. Web link: 
www.vrbo.com/1101960.

DESCRIBE YOUR EARLY CHILDHOOD

I was born and raised in Ilogbo Ekiti, Ekiti State, by my father, 
the late Chief Gabriel Omoyemi Atewologun, a farmer, timber 
contractor and wholesale beer distributor, and mom, Mrs. 
Comfort Adedolapo Atewologun, a homemaker who spent her 
time caring for me and my siblings. My parents were devout 
Christian with Christian moral values of compassion, charity, 
and integrity, which they instill in me and my siblings. With a 
solid upbringing, my core values arose from my strong faith and 
have become important factors in my family, educational and 
career pursuits, and tireless devotion to community service.

SPOUSE?

Mrs. Tokunbo Shade Atewologun. Our marriage has been 
blessed with four children – two girls and two boys.

EARLY EDUCATION AND ALMA MATER?

I went to St John’s Christ Apostolic Primary School, Ilogbo 

Ekiti, and Ilogbo High School, also located in the same town. 
I attended and graduated in 1990 from Eastern Washington 
University, Cheney, Washington State, U.S. with a Bachelor’s 
degree in international aff airs with concentration in business 
and economics. I later completed several advance courses 
focusing on retail banking and Selling fi nancial services at 
the Institute of Financial Education in Chicago, Illinois. On 
the lending side, I have over 200 continued education course 
hours in the mortgage industry and I am a certifi ed FHA 
mortgage loans originator, mortgage broker, licensed in the 
State of Maryland and Washington D.C.

ANY INDUSTRY RELATED WORKSHOPS AND PAPERS?

I routinely conduct workshops and seminars on Education 
for First Time Home Buyers, Real Estate Investment for 
Various Career Professionals Working Outside of the Real 
Estate Industry, Saving and Investment for Youths and Adults, 
Strategies in Mortgage Meltdown Bailout and Securitization 
and Mortgage-Backed Securities Instruments. 

Deji Atewologun is a member of Christ Fellowship Church in Silver Spring 
Maryland. He gives back to the community through his volunteer work with 
local charities and professional organizations. He is an active member of 
Maryland Association of Mortgage Brokers and its community outreach 
programs, as well as the National Association of Mortgage Brokers and its 
outreach programs. In 2006, Atewologun created the Ayodeji Atewologun 
Scholarship Award – a scholarship foundation benefi tting students of his 
alma mater, Ilogbo High School, Ilogbo-Ekiti.


